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“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and
the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so
prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his
love. These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” John 15:5-11

Stewardship is the embrace of a divine trust (with joy and sobriety).
There is a vital connection between the pursuit of Christ and the life of joy.

“For the Lord comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert
like the garden of the Lord, joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.”
Isaiah 51:3

“Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has cleared away your enemies. The King of

Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear
not, O Zion, let not your hands grow weak. The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he
will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.”
Zephaniah 3:14-17

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you,
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
Zechariah 9:9

“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a
beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.” 1saiah 61:10

John 15:
1. The Father glorified in fruit bearing disciples (verse 8)

Westminster Larger Catechism
Q. 1. What is the chief and highest end of man?
A. Man'’s chief and highest end is to glorify God, and to fully enjoy him forever.

(In the life of the believer and prayer) “The name of Jesus is the fountain, as well as the foundation, of
every petition we offer when we pray as He taught us. Faithful prayer begins with, ends with, and
consists of the desire to honor our Savior.” Praying Backwards, Bryan Chapel, pg. 46

2. The focus of stewardship/discipleship: the eternal love of Christ (verse 9)
3. The activity of the steward/disciple: obedience (verse 10)



