When we engage
with the world, when
we find ourselves
needing to de-

fend our Christian
commitment, one of
the most powerful
truths that we can
offer our objectors
is true hope. We can
speak to them of an
existence and a life
that is only what it
should be when it
points beyond itself
to the life of one who
is the life and who is
our only true hope.

We can show them,
through our biblical
lenses, what life looks
like, not only here
and now, but with a
far-sighted view to
the end of time. We
can give them good
reasons for the hope
within us. We can
point them to the
only true hope — in
Jesus Christ.

-- Scott Oliphint

Therefore, preparing
your minds for action,
and being sober-mind-
ed, set your hope fully
on the grace that will
be brought to you at
the revelation of

Jesus Christ.

(1 Peter 1:13)

THE RESPONSIVE READING
TITUS 2:11-14

LEADER: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,

CONGREGATION: Training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives
in the present age,

LEADER: Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

CONGREGATION: Who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own
possession who are zealous for good works.

THE CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER TIME
ADVENT HOPE

PRAYER RESPONSE
THE GOSPEL SONG

Holy God, in love became
Perfect Man to bear my blame
On the cross He took my sin
By His grace | live again

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

THE OFFERTORY
JUBILANT HOLIDAY + ECBC ORCHESTRA

CONGREGATIONAL GREETINGS

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING
VIDEO CHALLENGE

THE MORNING SERMON
CONRAD “BUSTER” BROWN, SENIOR PASTOR

PASTORAL PRAYER

TIME OF RESPONSE
JOY TO THE WORLD VERSE 1

Joy to the world the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and heaven and nature sing!

THE BENEDICTION

THE POSTLUDE

HOLD FAST TO YOUR HOPE
JOHN PIPER

So when God desired to show more convincingly
to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose,
he guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things,
in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge
might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.
(Hebrews 6:17-18)

Why does the writer of Hebrews encourage us to hold fast to our hope? If
the final enjoyment of our hope was obtained and irrevocably secured by the
blood of Jesus, then why does God tell us to hold fast?

The answer is this:

* What Christ bought for us when he died was not the freedom from having
to hold fast, but the enabling power to hold fast.

* What he bought was not the nullification of our wills as though we didn't
have to hold fast, but the empowering transformation of our wills so that we
want to hold fast.

* What he bought was not the canceling of the commandment to hold fast,
but the fulfillment of the commandment to hold fast.

* What he bought was not the end of exhortation, but the triumph of
exhortation.

He died so that you would do exactly what Paul did in Philippians 3:12, “/
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.” It is
not foolishness, it is the gospel, to tell a sinner to do what Christ alone can
enable him to do; namely, hope in God.

So, | exhort you with all my heart: Reach out and take hold of that for which
you have been taken hold of by Christ. Hold it fast with all your might —
which is his might. His blood-bought gift of your obedience.

361 Egypt Road
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
843.856.3222

Equipping people to pursue Jesus Christ passionately as they impact the culture.
eastcooperbaptist.com

ADVENT 2017

May the God of hope fill you with all ljoy and peace in believing,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
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ADVENT PRELUDE COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS
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Make us what Thou would have us be
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O Christ, our hope, our heart’s desire, Redemption’s only spring, Savior and King we worship Thee Oh may | then in Him be found
Creator of the world art Thou, Its Savior and its King. We worship Thee Dressed in His righteousness alone

Latin Hymn - c. 8th Century Faultless to stand before the throne



